1869-72.]        UNDER LORD MAYVS RULE.              141

than the safety and defence of the country absolutely
demand/l

The current administration of the army is conducted
by the Commander-in-Chief, and to Lord Sandhurst
and Lord Napier of Magdala belongs the credit of
improvements in detail effected during Lord Mayo's
rule. But to these improvements the Viceroy gave a
liberal and strenuous support * Lord Mayo/ says
one well qualified to speak on this point, ' hated waste,
but knew that waste follows excessive saving no less
than excessive expenditure* His object was to reduce
what was superfluous in the army, but not to starve
what was essential.' He advocated the economiz-
ing of the health and vigour of the European troops
by a system of sanataria and hill-stations, and one of
his latest orders in the Military Department was to
this end. * To him also it is mainly due/ says the
high authority above cited, 'that the troops in the
hill-stations occupy quarters, or cottage barracks,
which, while fulfilling every desideratum of health,
comfort, and discipline, enable a whole regiment to
be housed for a smaller sum than, under the old
system of imposing but less comfortable structures, it
would have cost to house three companies/ Wher-
ever he went, one of the first things he wished to see
was the hospital; and sanitary requirements were
always sure of his liberal support To the difficult
problem of making fit provision for the children and
orphans of the British soldier in India, he devoted

1 The Governor-General in Council to the Secretary of State for India,
No. 169, dated 23d June 1871, para. 31.